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Item 5.02(b) 
 
     On January 27, 2005,  Ashland Inc. announced that Jane C. Pfeiffer and 
William L. Rouse, Jr. have retired from the Ashland Inc. Board of Directors 
(the  "Board"),  both  effective  January 27, 2005, in accordance  with the 
mandatory retirement policy of the Board. 
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     Pursuant to the  requirements of the Securities  Exchange Act of 1934, 
the  registrant  has duly  caused this report to be signed on its behalf by 
the undersigned thereunto duly authorized. 
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Date:  January 27, 2005                   /s/ J. Marvin Quin 
                                 -------------------------------------------- 
                                 Name:     J. Marvin Quin 
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